
 

 

 

Carnegie Science Center  

Tour Your Future Field Trip 

September 14, 2017  

Nancy Blyshak 

Biology/Anatomy Teacher 

 

LiHua Thomas, Allison Calderone, 

Nicole Weiblinger, Elizabeth Penrose, 

Maddy Moore, Bri Hodak, Abigail Held, 

Alaina Marsinetti, Hannah Puzzuto, 

Marissa Veneziani, Hannah Brown and 

Melanie Nacey arrived at Allegheny 

General Hospital and were escorted to a 

room where they learned how to tie 

surgical knots and reverse knots. The 

students also used a simulator to learn 

how to harvest a vein from a leg as used 

in heart bypass surgery.  

 

 

 

When the surgical team was ready, the 

students were escorted up to the view-

ing dome. They watched as a surgeon, 

assistant surgeon, medical assistant, 

anesthesiologist, nurse anesthetist, pro-

fusionist and PA worked as a team to 

conduct heart surgery.   

The students had the option of watching 

the procedure from the dome or on a TV 

for a closer look as a tricuspid valve 

repair was performed—not once, but 

twice—as the surgeon wasn't satisfied 

with the first repair.   

 

The Allegheny General Hospital staff 

were very accommodating and answered 

all of our questions. A PA even came in 

on her day off to guide us through the 

surgery from the dome. This was an 

amazing experience for which we hope 

to receive funding again next year.  

 

 

 

 

A-R Education Foundation—funding 

Dr. Curci—funding 

Mr.  Consuegra—granting permission 

Mr. Davis—arranging busing 

 

This opportunity was funded by donations in 

memory of Mr. Robert Curci, retired Apollo-

Ridge biology teacher, who passed away on 

October 11, 2014.  

 

  In a world where funding for education is difficult  

     to find, the Apollo Ridge Education Foundation  

        aims to bridge the gap. 

AREF's Mission 
 

To foster partnerships with 

business and community  

leaders to successfully prepare 

Apollo-Ridge students  

for the workplace or  

post-secondary education. 
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Member since 2016 



PO Box 219  |  Spring Church  |  PA  |  15686  |  724.478.6010 

GOLD MEMBERS 

Bethany & Chad Toland 

  

ANNUAL MEMBERS 

Amy Kraus* 

Barb Hancock 

Christa Mika 

Cindy Burg 

Danielle Lynch 

Diane Ondrizek 

Don & Barbara Obriot 

Jamie Laws 

Shelley Kutch 

Sharon Kepple 

  

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Andrew Jones 

Audra Byers 

Bethany Greenlee 

Bob Desiderato 

Brandi Muffie 

Carol Gourley 

Carol Kopnicky 

Carrie Alwine 

Cathy Rogalski 

Chad Danka 

Chris McCormick 

Christa Mika 

Christopher Clark 

Cindy Querio 

Cris Kostiuk 

Dan Consuegra 

Daniel Daugherty 

Danielle White 

Donna Rupert 

Emily Jones 

Erika Dishong 

Gary Davis 

Greg Fox 

Heidi Hastings 

Jacob Kanish 

Jamie Biller 

Janetta Thomas 

Janie Fryer 

Jason Wagner 

Jeff Jones 

Jeneane Kehew 

Jenna Jones 

Jennie Ivory 

Jennifer Barton 

Jo Isaacson 

Kathy Flick 

Katie Clever 

Kelly Shoop 

Kim Akins 

Kristen Scotece 

Kristen Simpson 

Lisa Miller 

Lisa Powers 

Marcia Broman 

Matthew Curci 

Michele Brown 

Nancy Blyshak 

Nicole Dunmire 

Nikki Rametta 

Rebecca Snyder 

Rhonda Schall 

Richelle Gourley* 

Sandra Cecchini 

Stephanie Bledsoe* 

Traci Geiger 

Travis Barta 

Wendy Donelow 

  

LIFETIME MEMBERS 

Aaron Broman 

Afton Deceder 

Andrea Wicks 

Andrew Jones 

Anita Bafik 

Arthur Cipriany 

Barbara Homa 

Barbara Horrell 

Beth Weinel 

Carol Kopnicky 

Carol Leonard 

Carolyn Richards 

Cheryl Griffith 

Christopher Clark 

Cindy Bush 

Courtney Anderson 

Cris Kostiuk 

Dan Obriot 

Danielle King 

Dave Hauge 

Deborah Wright 

Diane Kyle 

Diane Paulina 

Dr. John & Bonnie Kautz 

Elders Ridge Class of ‘66 

Elaine Gill 

Gloria Notte 

Gretchen Blystone 

Heidi Fleming 

Jane Weber 

Jean Roberts 

Jennie Ivory 

Jo Isaacson 

Judy Walker 

Karen Skroupa 

Ken Brocious 

Leanne Skroupa 

Leigh Wenckowski 

Linda Rollinson 

Lori Gorski 

Margaret DiNinno 

Mark Fetterman 

Matthew Curci 

Michael Saxion 

Michael Vranesevic 

Patricia Dancho 

Sally Oliver 

Sharon Jaworskyj 

Susan Wenckowski 

Travis Kelley 

Virginia Madison 

William Kerr 

William Naser 

M E M B E R S H I P  E N R O L L M E N T  F O R M  
Membership in the Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation is available in the following categories: 

 LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP:  $500—ask about our payment plan! 

 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:   $25 per year July 1—June 30 — MUST BE RENEWED EACH YEAR! 

 ONE-TIME GIFT:      _____$1          _____$5          _____$10          _____$15          $_____Other 

 IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF:       

           

Checks payable to and mailed to: 

APOLLO-RIDGE EDUCATION FOUNDATION PO Box 219, Spring Church PA 15686 

            

Print Name     Signature  

 

Address            

 

            

 

Email (addresses are not shared)         

As an approved EIO 

(Educational Improvement 

Organization) the Apollo-

Ridge Education Foundation 

receives over $12,000 a year 

from these valuable partners 

in education.  

First Commonwealth Bank 

Partner since 2012 

Nextier Bank 

Partner since 2012 

Nutrition Inc. 

Partner since 2012 

Waste Management 

Partner since 2016 

Membership dues contribute to the Inno-

vative Projects Grant Program that offers 

$500 classroom grants to Apollo-Ridge 

Educators.  

Eight grant applications totaling $3332 

were funded in 2016. To learn more about 

these grants and how you can support 

them, visit our website. 

BUILDING TO CREATE YOUNG THINKERS 

Ms. Katie Clever, Ms. Donna Colamarino, 

Ms. Wendy Donelow, Ms. Nikki Dunmire, 

and Ms. Kim Spaniel  

JUMPING JAMS—Ms. Becky Snyder  

FORENSIC SCIENCE UNIT— 

Ms. Leigh Wenckowski  

A-R JAZZ BAND—Mr. Gavin Virag  

APPLE TV’s FOR RELATED ARTS 

Mr. Dustin Traill, Ms. Jamie Biller,  

Mr. Matt Ferguson  

SUSHI MATS—Ms. Sara Baab (student 

teacher) & Ms. Jamie Biller 

TRANSITION/WORK-BASED SKILLS— 

Ms. Kristen Barta 

CLASSROOM BOOKS—Mr. Jason Wagner 


